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The International Conference on Empowering Nurses for Evidence-Based Clinical Practice, 

held on 17th January 2025 at the multipurpose hall of Sandra Shroff College of Nursing 

(SSCN), Vapi, was a remarkable event that combined academic excellence, research insights, 

and professional expertise. The conference was conducted in a hybrid mode, enabling online 

and offline participation, thereby accommodating the global audience and ensuring widespread 

accessibility. 

OBJECTIVES: 

• Promote Evidence-Based Nursing Practice 

• Discuss Applications of Systematic Reviews Across Disciplines 

• Address Challenges in Referencing Standards 

• Foster Interdisciplinary Approaches to Conceptual Frameworks 

• Raise Awareness About Plagiarism and Academic Integrity 

• Explore Tools and Resources for Effective Manuscript Preparation 

COMMENCEMENT OF THE CONFERENCE 

 

The conference began at 8:00 AM with registration and breakfast, creating a welcoming 

atmosphere for offline participants to network and online attendees to connect via a seamless 

virtual interface. 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS: 

 

The first session, from 9:00 AM to 9:45 AM, 

featured an insightful "Systematic Review" 

presentation by Dr. Ritin Santiago Fernandez, 

Professor of Nursing and Assistant Dean 

International at the University of Newcastle. She 

emphasised the critical role of systematic reviews in evidence-based nursing practice. Madam 

covered topics such as types and standards of systematic reviews, topic selection, steps 

involved, question development, qualitative and cost-effectiveness reviews, citation screening, 

data extraction, and the role of AI in automating reviews. The session, moderated by Prof. 

Samuel Fernandis, Principal of 

Sandra Shroff College of Nursing, set 

a strong academic tone for the day.   

 

  

 



 

INAUGURATION CEREMONY: 

The inauguration began at 10:00 AM with a 

welcome address by Prof. Samuel Fernandis, 

followed by the felicitation of the chief guest, 

Smt. Sandra Shroff, Chairperson of Sandra 

Shroff College of Nursing, as well as dignitaries 

and Gujarat Nursing Council observers. Smt. 

Sandra Shroff inaugurated the conference 

theme, "Empowering Nurses for Evidence-

Based Clinical Practice” and highlighted the 

need for an international conference to advance 

nursing education and professionalism. She also emphasized the vital role of nurses in 

healthcare. The ceremony concluded with a vote of thanks by Prof. J.M. Silja, expressing 

gratitude to all contributors.  

SECOND SESSION: REFERENCE SYSTEMS 

From 10:30 AM to 11:15 AM, Dr. Shrikanth 

Muralidharan, Research Course Coordinator at the 

National Institute of Naturopathy, Pune, delivered 

a session on "Reference Systems." through the 

online platform, He discussed the importance of 

proper referencing in maintaining academic integrity, 

types of referencing styles such as APA and 

Vancouver, citation tools, and practical examples of 

accurate referencing in high-quality research.  
 

 

Prof. J.M. Silja, HOD of the Child 

Health Nursing Department, 

SSCN Faculty moderated the 

session by highlighting key points of 

the presentation.  

 

 
 

 

THIRD SESSION: APPLICATION OF CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORKS 

From 11:30 AM to 12:30 PM, Dr. Nancy Fernandes, 

former Principal of L T College of Nursing, SNDT 

University, presented on "Application of 

Conceptual Frameworks” She explained the 

distinction between theoretical and conceptual 

frameworks with practical examples. Madam 

illustrated the use of system theory in structuring 

research through inputs, throughput, output, and 

feedback, and applied Roy’s Adaptation Model to 

analyze patient adaptation to health challenges.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Mayuri Patel, Associate Professor and 

HOD of Obstetrics and Gynaecological 

Nursing, SSCN Faculty, moderated the 

session, ensuring interactive discussions and 

participant engagement. 

 

 

 

POST-LUNCH SESSION: PLAGIARISM 

Resuming at 12:30 PM, Dr. Chinmay Baxi, Associate 

Professor at P. P. Savani University, Surat, presented 

on "Plagiarism." He clarified the difference between 

plagiarism and similarity, types of plagiarism, and issues 

like ghost-writing3. He offered strategies to reduce 

similarity, emphasizing originality and proper referencing 

to uphold academic integrity.  Mrs. Sheba Joverse, 

Associate Professor and HOD of the Medical-Surgical 

Department, SSCN Faculty moderated the session, 

encouraging participant interaction and also emphasized 

following the key ideas of the presentation. 

 

 

FINAL SESSION: MANUSCRIPT WRITING 

From 2:30 PM to 3:15 PM, Dr. Anita Nawale, 

Vice Principal of Sandra Shroff College of 

Nursing, conducted a session on "Manuscript 

Writing” She covered manuscript types, 

essential components like the introduction, 

methods, results, and discussion, and tips for 

writing impactful abstracts. She addressed 

common reasons for manuscript rejection and 

introduced AI tools to enhance the writing 

process. The session provided practical 

guidance for improving manuscript.  

 

 



 

 The session was moderated by Mrs. 

Suparna Chakraborty, Associate 

Professor of Community Health 

Nursing, SSCN Faculty. who 

facilitated an engaging and interactive 

discussion. Her expertise ensured that 

participants gained valuable insights 

into manuscript writing, encouraging 

active participation and the sharing of 

experiences. 

VALEDICTORY SESSION 

The conference concluded with the valedictory session from 3:30 PM to 4:00 PM. Prof. 

Samuel Fernandis, Principal, delivered the closing remarks, reflecting on the success of the 

event and its significant impact on advancing nursing education and practice.  Mrs. Mayuri 

Patel, Associate Professor, presented a summary of the conference, highlighting key sessions 

and discussions. The conference received positive feedback from the audience, with 

participants expressing appreciation for the high-quality sessions, engaging discussions, and 

the opportunity to interact with experts in the field. Many attendees highlighted the practical 

insights gained, which they planned to incorporate into their professional practice and research. 

Certificates of participation were distributed to attendees, and awards were presented to the 

winners of the scientific paper presentations for their outstanding contributions. A vote of 

thanks was offered by Dr. Anita Nawale, Vice Principal of Sandra Shroff College of Nursing, 

who expressed her gratitude to the resource persons, moderators, participants, and organizers 

for their invaluable contributions to the success of the conference. She acknowledged the hard 

work of everyone involved in making the event a success. 

The day ended with high tea from 4:00 PM to 4:30 PM, providing attendees with an 

opportunity to reflect on the sessions, engage 

in informal discussions, and network further. 

 The scientific paper presentation was 

conducted on January 16th through an 

online platform, where a total of 14 

presenters, including research scholars and 

faculty members, showcased their research 

work. The presentations were thoroughly 

evaluated by Dr. Nancy Fernandes and Dr. 

Anita Nawale, who provided valuable 

feedback and insights on the quality and 

relevance of the presented research. This 

session provided an excellent opportunity for participants to showcase their work and receive 

expert guidance, further enhancing the academic experience of the conference. 

The day ended with high tea from 4:00 PM to 4:30 PM, providing attendees with an 

opportunity to reflect on the sessions, engage in informal discussions, and network further. 

A total of delegates 280 from that 68 participants from out of state and 211 from Gujarat 

including faculty & Students have attended the conference, making it a resounding success.  

 

 

 



 

The conference on empowering nurses for evidence-based clinical practice was a great 

success, featuring insightful sessions on systematic reviews, conceptual frameworks, 

plagiarism, and manuscript writing. It provided participants with valuable knowledge and 

practical tools for advancing nursing research. The scientific paper presentations, with 14 

presenters, were a key highlight, offering opportunities for feedback and academic exchange. 

Overall, the event fostered collaboration and professional growth among [insert number] 

delegates, leaving attendees inspired and equipped to apply evidence-based practices in their 

work. 
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